
 

“The Roaring 20s” – The Era of The Great Gatsby 
 
As we approach The Great Gatsby, let’s step back in time and explore Gatsby’s world. The 
importance of many of the issues in the novel rely upon background knowledge of the social, 
cultural, political, and historical issues of 1920’s America. The purpose of this assignment is for 
each group of students to become experts on one topic.  Each group will then teach their topic to 
the rest of the class. 

 
Term Project Requirements: 

 
• Each group will be assigned a topic and will prepare a 15-18-minute presentation for the 

class on that topic. 
o Your presentation must include at least THREE different mediums (e.g. 

PowerPoint/Prezi, posters, film, animation, performance, etc.) and use at least 
FOUR different sources, like textbooks, media (audio and/or visual), the 
Internet, etc. 

o One of your first slides will be a Universal Thematic Claim and a thesis.  Your 
last slide will conclude with a re-imagined thesis claim that shows the lesson 
imparted and the insight drawn.  The thesis must be integrated, complex, and 
will provide an insight. The work must evidence an astute reflection of the 
significance of this topic during the 20’s.  In other words, you will synthesize 
your understandings and draw a conclusion on your topic. 

o The project must include some presentation in which every group member speaks 
to the class. You may use index cards as speaking notes, but students will be 
marked down for reading them. 

o NOTE: The work must focus on the historical, social, and political aspects of 
this topic as it influenced the 20’s (you may include a pre and/or post 
account, but the work must focus on the 20’s, the era of the novel) 

 
• On the day of the first presentation, you will submit the following documents in this 

order: 
1. A Works Cited (follow all protocols for MLA). 
2. An Annotated Bibliography in alphabetical order by the group member (a 

minimum of three sources per group member, following format) 
3. Meeting notes - Each group must keep a running record of each group meetings 

and a summary of the responsibilities and accomplishments of each group 
member (full page per meeting). 

(See attached rubric and source example, attached) 
 
 
TOPICS 

1. The Ku Klux Klan in the 1920s: Why was it the largest single organization in America 
during this decade? What activities did it undertake and for what purpose? Who were its 
targets and who were its members. Why did it become popular and why did it fall out of 
favor. 

 



 

2. The Development of the Automobile: How did it change American society? What other 
industries and services began because of the automobile? What role did the “western 
mystique” play in the popularization of the automobile? What, if any, were the negative 
effects? 

3. The “Jazz Era”: How did new styles of music and dance change America? How did this 
create a new “youth culture”? What impact did jazz have on racial attitudes in America? 

4. Fashion Trends: What effect did new styles have on American consciousness, especially 
for women? How much was fashion a response to music and media? 

5. The Development of the Motion Picture Industry: How did the movies change image 
in America? How important were movie stars in American society? What impact did 
movies have on the concept of entertainment? What needs did the film industry fill for 
American society. 

6. Prohibition in the 1920s: How did the 18th Amendment polarize American society? 
What subculture was created by Prohibition? What effect did this have on the rise of 
alcoholism?  What kind of wealth was created by the barring of alcohol? 

7. The Harlem Renaissance: What social, economic, and political factors gave rise to the 
“New Negro Movement”? Why did Harlem serve as the epicenter for this cultural 
movement? Who were some of its notable artists and what were their contributions to 
American art? What were the impacts of the Harlem Renaissance? 

8. The Immigrant Experience: In 1924, Congress reduced the number of immigrants 
allowed into the United States each year to 2 percent of each nationality group counted in 
the 1890 census. It also barred Asians entirely.  Why the shift in American sentiment 
away from the immigrant? What was the objective against such restrictive laws against 
newcomers?  How does the new anti-immigrant culture affect the American Dream? 

 
9. The American Economy: Boom and Bust: By the end of the 1920s, Americans were 

overwhelmed by the rise of a modern consumer culture. What industries lead to the 
enormous growth of the American economy? What social, political, and cultural 
conditions allowed this growth to occur? What factors lead to the Stock Market Crash of 
1929? 

 
10. The New Woman: When the 19th Amendment passed in 1920, reformers talked about 

female voters uniting to clean up politics, improve society, and end discrimination. How 
did women’s suffrage shift the focus of male-dominated politics? What laws arose as a 
result of the new female voter? How did the women’s independence affect the work 
force?  What internal and external factors worked for and against empowerment? 

 
 
Presentations will take place from Monday   – Wednesday  . 
Have fun! Be creative! 
 
Consider the following rubric when you ready for the presentation: 

 
 



 

 

GROUP MEMBERS:  TOPIC:    
 

 Exceptional (4) Admirable (3) Acceptable (2) Amateur (1) 
Content An abundance of material clearly related to 

thesis; points are clearly made and all evidence 
supports thesis; varied use of materials; students 
demonstrate full knowledge of topic, answer all 
questions and can elaborate beyond what is 
required. 

Sufficient information that relates to 
thesis; many good points made but there 
is an uneven balance and little variation; 
students demonstrate adequate 
knowledge of topic, answer all questions, 
but fail to elaborate. 

There is a great deal of information that 
is not clearly connected to the thesis; 
students lack sufficient understanding of 
topic, able to answer only rudimentary 
questions. 

Thesis not clear; information 
included that does not support thesis 
in any way; students do not 
understand topic, cannot answer 
questions about subject. 

Coherence and 
Organization 

Thesis is clearly stated and developed; specific 
examples are appropriate and clearly develop 
thesis; conclusion is clear; shows control; flows 
together well; good transitions; succinct but not 
choppy; well organized. 

Most information presented in logical 
sequence; generally very well organized 
but better transitions from idea to idea 
and medium to medium needed. 

Concept and ideas are loosely connected; 
lacks clear transitions; flow and 
organization are choppy. 

Presentations is choppy and 
disjointed; does not flow; 
development of thesis is vague; no 
apparent logical order of 
presentation. 

Creativity  Very original presentation of material; uses the 
unexpected to full advantage; captures 
audience’s attention. 

Some originality apparent; good variety 
and blending of materials. 

Little or no variation; material presented 
with little originality or interpretation. 

Repetitive with little or no variety; 
insufficient use of materials. 

Material  Balanced use of visuals and handouts, properly 
used to develop thesis; use of visuals varied and 
appropriate. Language is generally free from 
errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics; has 
an effective, fluent style marked by syntactic 
variety and a clear command of language. 
Includes three or more different mediums 

Use of visuals and handouts not as varied 
and not as well connected to thesis. May 
have a few errors in grammar, usage, and 
mechanics; displays some syntactic 
variety and facility in the use of 
language. Includes three different 
mediums. 

Choppy use of visuals and handouts; 
lacks smooth transition from one 
medium to another; visuals not clearly 
connected to thesis. Has an accumulation 
of errors in grammar, usage, and 
mechanics that sometimes interferes with 
meaning. Has limited control of syntax 
and vocabulary. Uses less than three 
mediums 

Little or no visuals used or 
ineffective use of visuals; imbalance 
in use of materials—too much of 
one, not enough of another. Is 
marred by numerous errors in 
grammar, usage, and mechanics that 
frequently interfere meaning. Has 
inadequate control of syntax and 
grammar. Uses less than three 
mediums. 

Delivery Poised, clear articulation; proper volume; 
enthusiasm and confidence; involved audience 
in the presentation; held audience’s attention 
throughout; used full time allotted. 

Clear articulation, but not as polished; 
presented facts with some interesting 
“twists”; held audience’s attention most 
of the time; within three minutes of 
allotted time. 

Some mumbling; little eye contact; some 
related facts but went off topic and lost 
audience; mostly presented facts with 
little or no imagination; within six 
minutes of allotted time. 

Inaudible or too loud; no eye 
contact; presenters seemed 
uninterested; audience lost interest; 
too long or too short; ten or more 
minutes above or below allotted 
time. 

Sources All citations are in alphabetical order by first 
word of citation; all citations are properly 
formatted, punctuated, and have required 
elements in proper order; sources in annotated 
bibliography are credible, relevant, and varied; 
summary and evaluation demonstrate exemplary 
research. 

All citations are in alphabetical order by 
first word of citation; most citations are 
properly formatted, punctuated, and have 
required elements in proper order; most 
sources in annotated bibliography are 
credible, relevant, and varied; summary 
and evaluation of sources demonstrate 
adequate research. 

Citations are not in alphabetical order by 
first word of citation; some citations are 
properly formatted, punctuated, and have 
required elements in proper order; some 
sources in annotated bibliography are 
credible, relevant, and varied; summary 
and evaluation of sources demonstrate 
basic research skills. 

Citations are not in alphabetical 
order by first word of citation; no 
citations are properly formatted, 
punctuated, and have required 
elements in proper order; none or 
few sources in annotated 
bibliography are credible or 
relevant; summary and evaluation of 
sources demonstrate inadequate 
research skills. 

 

Total Points  x 15  =  / 360 
 

  



 

The Great Gatsby Project 
Grading Sheet 

 
Topic: _____________________________________________ 
Group Members 
Member 1: Section(s) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Member 2: Section(s) ) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Member 3: Section(s) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Member 4 Section(s) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Member 5 Section(s) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Time: 15-18 minutes: ___________________________ 
Three Mediums ___________________________; ___________________________;___________________________; 
Four Sources: ___________________________; ___________________________;___________________________; ________________________________ 
Unit-T:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Thesis:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Re-imagined thesis: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Focus on assignment:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Relevant Content:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Coherence and Organization: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



 

Creativity:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Material (visuals): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Delivery:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
General Comments :_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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