The Great Gatsby 

Homework Packet Unit 8

Your Gatsby image here 

Must be relevant to the novel

HOMEWORK PACKET SCORING RUBRIC

	POINT

RANGE
	PERFORMANCE DECSCRIPTION
	SCORE

	25 - 23
	Student’s responses to questions are clear, effective, and demonstrate a thorough critical understanding of the text in developing insightful answers. Answers are coherently organized, with ideas supported by apt reasons and well-chosen examples. Student’s work is original, thoughtful, and complete. The work is generally free from errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics; writing style is effective and fluent, marked by syntactic variety and a clear command of language. 
	

	22 - 20
	Student’s responses to questions are clear and demonstrate a critical understanding of the text in developing insightful answers. Answers are well organized, with ideas supported by apt reasons and well-chosen examples. Student’s work is thoughtful and complete. The work may have a few errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics; writing style is effective, marked by some variety and facility in the use of language. 
	

	19 - 17
	Student’s responses generally address the topic, but may slight some aspects of the task; responses demonstrate a generally accurate understanding of the text in developing plausible answers. Answers are adequately organized, with ideas generally supported by reasons and examples. Student’s work is thoughtful and complete. The work may have a few errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics; writing style is effective, marked by some variety and facility in the use of language. 
	

	16 - 0
	Responses are comprised largely of superficial analysis, tending to discuss the obvious, showing a lack of imagination or insight. Answers generally lack coherence and often fail to use sufficient or accurate evidence or reasoning to prove an argument. The work in general is lackluster, sloppy, carelessly composed, and obviously was denied the serious and scholarly attention it was expected to receive.


	


**Any homework packet that is incomplete cannot receive a score higher than 15 points.
*Handwriting that is illegible due to careless transcription will be regarded as incomplete. If your penmanship cannot be read, it cannot be graded.
Vocabulary
1. anon

2. benediction

3. clad

4. decadent

5. dilatory

6. disillusion

7. elocution

8. elude

9. extemporize

10. florid

11. fractiousness

12. meretricious

13. obstetrical

14. orgastic

15. pastoral

16. Platonic

17. supercilious

18. vinous

RESPONSE QUESTIONS – The Great Gatsby
Chapter I

19. Nick starts the novel by relating his father’s advice, “Whenever you feel like criticizing anyone, just remember that all the people in this world haven’t had the advantages that you’ve had.” List Nick’s advantages. From this chapter do you believe Nick does in fact reserve judgment? Why or why not?
20. Time is an important symbol in this novel. In what season of what year does Nick move east.  What is the day and year during the first scene at Daisy’s house?

21. What does Tom’s behavior reveal about his character?
Chapter II

22. What literally is (hint right there in verb form) the eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg?  Describe it in detail including color.

23. Describe the “Valley of Ashes”? What does it look like; consider its location between New York City and the Eggs. What do you believe it represents?

24. Characterize Myrtle Wilson.  What does she look like, describe her personality, note any particular behaviors.  What quotes do you believe best define her (said by or about her)?
25. Characterize George Wilson.  What does he look like?   How does he relate to his environment?  How does he earn his living and how successful is he at that living?  What quotes do you believe best define him (said by or about him)?

26. Describe the relationship between the Wilsons.  How might they fit in or not fit into this scene?

27. Describe the violent act Tom commits against Myrtle. What does this behavior further reveal about him?

Chapter III

28. What rumors have been told about Gatsby? Why does Fitzgerald reveal rumors rather than fact?

29. What does Nick think of Gatsby after meeting him?

30. How is Gatsby different from his guests? 
Chapter IV

31. Why does Gatsby tell Nick about his life? Do you believe Gatsby? Does Nick?  Explain all your answers.
32. What role does Meyer Wolfsheim play in the novel? Why does Fitzgerald focus so much attention on his nose?  What might this focus reveal about Fitzgerald’s politics?

33. Jordan relates a rather detailed story of the events leading up to Daisy’s marriage.  What does this story reveal about Daisy herself?

34. Nick says, “There’s only the pursued, the pursuing, the busy and the tired.” What does Nick mean? How does each character in the novel fit into this diagram?
Chapter V

35. Why does Gatsby buy a mansion in West Egg? Why does he want Daisy to come to Nick’s house?

36. When Gatsby offers Nick a business deal, Nick refuses. Why?

37. Gatsby appears “a little boy,” as Nick calls him. He has anticipated his reunion with Daisy for five long years. What does he expect? Why doesn’t the reality live up to the dream? Cite text that describes Daisy’s reaction (include TLQ, SMM)
Chapter VI

38. What is Gatsby’s real name? When and why did he change his name?

39. How does the farm boy from North Dakota evolve into Jay Gatsby, the rich and famous host of West Egg?

40. Why does Tom attend Gatsby’s party? Explain the hypocrisy/irony in his statement, “Women run around too much these days to suit me.”

41. Why does Daisy not enjoy the party? What is her attitude regarding Gatsby’s “guests”?

42. What suspicions does Tom have about who Gatsby is and what he does? What does Tom vow to do?

43. Nick says that Gatsby “sprang from his Platonic conception of himself.   What is a Platonic conception?  What might this statement suggest about Gatsby’s sense of himself?
Chapter VII

44. Once Daisy begins to “visit” Gatsby regularly at his mansion, what changes does Gatsby make? How does Daisy also begin to change?

45. Although Daisy conducts an affair with Gatsby, nothing seems changed at the Buchanan home.  Chapter VII opens much as Chapter I, with Daisy and Jordan “floating” on the couch. Explain why you think Daisy would never divorce Tom to marry Gatsby. (It is much the same reason why Tom would not divorce Daisy to marry Myrtle.)

Chapter VIII

46. Why does Gatsby lose Daisy to Tom? Notice that Gatsby “stretched out his hand desperately.” Where have you seen this gesture before?  Thematically, what do you believe it represents?
47. What feelings does the journey to France give Gatsby? What does he do immediately upon returning to the States?

48. Nick tells Gatsby, “They’re a rotten crowd.” To whom does “they” refer? Why does he say this?

49. In reference to the above question, list at least five reasons this crowd appears “rotten.”

50. What compliment does Nick pay Gatsby? Is he sincere? Why or why not?

51. How are the eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckelburg brought into this chapter? What do they mean to George Wilson? How do Wilson’s remarks provide a clue to the symbolic use of the eyes throughout the novel?

52. What wrong impression does Wilson have about the yellow car and its owner? What is Wilson’s state of mind when he confronts Tom?

53. Gatsby waits for Daisy to call beside his pool. Do you think he really believed she would call? Why or why not?  What might the pool represent?
Chapter IX

54. What version of the murder/suicide appears in the newspapers?

55. Why does Nick assume responsibility at Gatsby’s house? How has his character changed from the first scenes in New York to this scene?
56. Why do you believe only Nick, Gatsby’s father, and “Owl Eyes” attend the funeral.

57. Gatsby’s father brings to the funeral a copy of a book.  Describe this book.  Describe what is on the inside of that book.

58.  The deliberate and detailed manner in which Fitzgerald describes the above-mentioned book signifies its thematic importance.  What do you believe is this importance? 
59. What happens to Daisy and Tom?

60. Explain Wolfsheim’s behavior and statements to Nick regarding Gatsby’s death? Why do you suppose he does not attend the funeral?

61. How does Gatsby’s father learn of the tragedy? What is his attitude toward his son’s “success”?

62. Who reveals to Wilson the owner of the yellow car? How does that person justify his action to Nick? What is Nick’s response?

63. What is Nick’s final judgment of Tom, Daisy, and Jordan? Is he fair? Why or why not?

64. At the end of the novel, Nick sees an analogy between the Dutch explorers who landed in the New World and Gatsby. What is the analogy? What happens to both parties?
65. What do you believe is Fitzgerald’s final meditation on then American Dream?  Explain if this meditation is hopeful or hopeless.
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