The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
Character Study

Even years after the abolition of slavery, American society had changed little.  In the period from 1876-1883 during which Twain wrote the novel, America was divided between two seemingly separate and contradictory belief systems: one official and one unofficial.  The official system preached freedom and equality between men; the unofficial, the opposite.  This dichotomy divided Americans into two distinct groups: the so-called civilized and the savages.  Twain vigorously opposed this system, and this is revealed in the major theme of social hypocrisy.  
Hypocrisy: “a pretense of having a virtuous character, moral or religious beliefs or principles, etc, that one does not really posses.” (Dictionary.com)

Hypocrisy appears most prominently in Huck’s experiences with other characters, particularly his heroic representation of Jim and his mocking treatment of adult authoritarian figures who represent established belief systems that prevailed in Southern society.  To begin to understand Huck’s journey, and ultimately America’s journey, an examination of Huck’s world and the characters who populate it is necessary.

At our video conferencing meeting, I will assign you and a partner one of the characters or character sets who affect Huck’s understanding of his world.  All partner interaction should be virtual, no one should be meeting face-to-face at this time.  (Note: you can choose NOT to work with a partner and work independently.) These characters are:

1. Jim
2. Tom 

3. Pap 

4. Widow Douglas and Miss Watson
5. The Duke and Dauphin
6. Judge Thatcher and “the other judge"
7. Grangerfords and Shepherdsons

8. Colonel Sherborne and Boggs

· The focus of this exercise is to examine your character as a representation of Southern tradition or a Romantic ideal.  Consider:

· the effect this character on Huck. 
·  social conditions or class; 
· this character’s appearance
· how he or she sounds
· where he or she appears
· Does this character represent a affirmative or pessimistic side  - or possibly a navigation of both – in human behavior.  
You must also include in your analysis:

· Historic representation: Do you believe this character(s) represents aspects of Romanticism or Realism ?
· Defining quote – TLQ, Say/Mean/Matter.  This quote may be said by the character or about this character. DO NOT FORGET A RHETORICAL ELEMENT
· Effect on Huck 

· A Uni-T based on an identified abstract noun.

· Thesis claim – What aspect of Southern society does this character represent?  What is the effect on Huck?  Please provide an insight

· A revisited thesis claim - evolve your first claim to show the learning you have provided.

You may also want to consider: 
Your analysis may also lead you to elements of STEAL – STEAL is the acronym for methods of characterization.  You’ll consider:
S – Speech – for this novel, consider less what the characters says and more how they say it (dialect).  Dialect is serves as both an important aspect of both character and theme.
T – Thoughts and Feelings - Make note of when and where characters experience these thoughts and feelings.

E – Effect on Others/ How Others React (for this work concentrate on Huck)
We can learn about a character when another character or the narrator says something about him or her. 

We can also learn about the character by what that character says about another character in the story.

A – Actions – Identify a critical or defining action for his characters.  Infer what this action means about the character
L – Looks - Observe the qualities of appearance the author provides. Analyze how the appearance develops the character
Consider also the character's name.

NOTE: Use only those elements that relevant to your assigned character.
PowerPoint Requirements
1. The PowerPoint should have a slide for each item

2. You should include pictures or images.  Original stuff is great for you arty people

3. Bullets are absolutely fine.  This should not be a ton of text

4. Keep it simple.  Focus on one idea, not everything possible.

