Huck's Moral Development
An examination of a dynamic character

So far, we have examined the character of Huck, the characters who populate Huck's world and the institutions they represent, and ultimately their effect on Huck.  

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, is just that, an adventure.  But it is not just an adventure down a deep, muddy and dangerous river that physically and philosophically divides a nation, it is also an adventure into an equally deep, muddy, and dangerous thing called the human heart.   

In fact, Mark Twain called The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn “a book of mine where a sound heart and a deformed conscience come into collision, and conscience suffers defeat.”

The purpose of this activity is to discover examples of Huck’s “sound heart” and examples of his “deformed conscience” and to see how his “conscience suffers defeat.” It is the premise of this lesson that Huck’s sound heart over time and especially time with Jim.

Chapter 8 Huck "dies"

Terms to define:

conscience: (n.) 










sound: (adj.) 











Instructions:  Examine the following quotes.  Under each, tell me what is actually happening in the scene.  
· What is the dramatic situation?

· Is there any necessary context? (before or after you should note)
· Where is Huck in his evolution toward a sound heart.

· Identify a rhetorical device that confirms your statement AND explain HOW that device illuminates your claim.
At the end of this work, write a thesis claim and tell me where Huck is in his moral development.  What does Huck's sound heart look like?  Bring the claim to an insight (e.g. This suggests that...)
· Please follow the rules for formal academic responses.  

· Show you read with depth and insight and respond accordingly

· Bullets or a paragraph - either is fine.

· Be specific - diction should be appropriate for grade and level of rigor.

· It is fine to type on the handout.  It is in Word so you can move the lines as necessary.  

· Upload a scan or the document itself.  NO IMAGES.  I can't edit on those.
Huck Finn: Turning Points
1. I went to the cavern to get some, and found a rattlesnake in there. I killed him, and curled him up on the foot of Jim's blanket, ever so natural, thinking there'd be some fun when Jim found him there.  (Chap. 10)
2. “There ain’t a minute to lose. They’re after us!” (Chap. 11)

3. I see it warn't no use wasting words -- you can't learn a nigger to argue. (Chap. 14)

4. “It made me feel so mean I could almost kissed his foot to get him to take it back. It was fifteen minutes before I could work myself up to go and humble myself to a nigger—but I done it, and I warn’t even sorry for it afterwards, neither” (Chap. 15).
5. “…s’pose you’d done right and give Jim up; would you feel better than what you do now? No, says I, I’d feel bad—I’d feel just the same way I do now” (Chap. 16).
6. “I do believe he cared just as much for his people as white people does for their’n” (Chap. 23).
7. “Well, if ever I struck anything like it, I’m a nigger. It was enough to make a body ashamed of the human race” (Chap. 24).
8. “I got to tell you the truth…Miss Mary” (Chap. 28).
9. “…and I told Jim everything” (Chap. 30).
10. “’All right then, I’ll go to hell’ – and I tore it up” (Chap. 31).
Thesis claim brought to an insight

